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cracy, seems a sufficiently obvious fallacy.
It is easy to cite examples in India where
despised native opinion has been right and
the   officials   wrong.     The   question   of
education is one.    But education is not
the only great question of policy in which
officialdom, so far from speaking words
of wisdom, has erred.    Take the case of
the Salt Tax,    Again and again sessions
of the National Congress have inveighed
against the heavy incidence of this tax on
the starving masses, and have urged its
reduction.    Mr. Gokhale and others advo-
cated the same  course in Council.     In
support   of   its   usual   attitude   of   non
possamus, officialdom argued that in prac-
tice  the annual   tax  paid   by   even  the
poorest, was so trivial that it could make
no difference in their consumption of this
necessity of life.    In 1903 and again in
1905 Lord Curzon's Government, pressed
by public opinion, did make reductions in
the taxation of salt.   What was the result ?
In each case the reduction of the tax was
followed by a substantial increase in the
consumption   of   salt   per   capita^   thus